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Reflections on the Mahatma Down Under
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Visitors to Bell Tower ot Elizabeth Quay in Perth, Australia, ace being treated to o visnal treat
these diys, More than 10 ife-size installations with tee largest of the scale of 16 feet by 10
feet, propagating the values of nen-violence, peace and self-reliance, peers at them as they get
chose to the tower, in the heart of the clty,

A series of installations tithed Mahanma and Me: by celebrated antist Vibhor Sogani, brings
together the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi with Sogani's trademark medinm: stainless steel.
Large Installations such as Harmaony, The March To Fréedom, and A Sfep Towards Daine,
are Inspired (rom pesce, non-viclence and cleanliness, tervets that the Mahatma lived by,

Part of the tactile exhibit has been dae in black & -mm iron. But the other part, with a2 mimor
like gloss owlng to the high metal content on the edges, Is the most interesting, the artist tells
us; “When a viewer stands in front of that, he sees a reflection of himseil juxtapesed next to
the Mahatma. In this stressful, violent world, it is & moment b padse, Pause and reflect upon
what Gandhd stood for,” savs Scgank. 10 vou move five inches to the left, the perspective and
the reflections change. So, it is & series of dynamic installations, each of them have been
created 1o provoke self-reatisation through making you stop and reflect for a moment,”
explaing Sogani.

‘When did Soganl, who generally does three-dimenslonal abstracts such as Sprowes, the 40
feet-high stalnless steel installatbon ar Delli’s All Indla Instivuve of Medical Schenoes, conse up
with idea for the show? How did the concept germinate? “Ina way, it was aceidental, [ got the
Edea of this show at 2.30 am on a bumid summer night in Delhi, while reading about thse
Mahatma, Subronsciously, the themes be spoke about had been foating In mind. Gandhi was
talking about self-reliance aml cleanliness six decades aga, before it becams fashionable in
certain political circles, And then [ remembered his onle line: ‘Be the change tat you wish wa
see i the workl." Arad Eureleal | kenew [ haed o do an installation about the theme on a reflective
surface, We nll want to see big changes in the world. Every great journey, though, has to begin
with one small step, That step needs to come from within us — the Gandhi in us,” savs Soganl

The sazssies chapter of the month-long show that began on Dctober?, is bedng fumded by a
nan-reskdent Indian entrepreneur Milesh Makwana and his wife Lene, the founders of the
“Borderless Gandhd' project, supported by the Governnvent of Westem Australia, City of Perth
and the Government of India.

Godng forward, Sogant is planning to take the show to ather cities within Australla, and
subsequently other countries, particularly those wheee the Mahatma's politics left an enduring
imprint, swch ad South Africs and the Unived Kingdom,
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